
BY RONAK PATEL
Staff Writer

BALD KNOB — On the city’s 
second attempt, Bald Knob secured 
a grant that will fund improvements 
to Collison Park and the Bald Knob 
Sports Complex, a move the may-
or hopes will allow the city to host 
district sports tournaments.

In a  letter  f rom Gov.  Asa 
Hutchinson, Bald Knob Mayor 
Barth Grayson was notified that 
the Department of Parks, Heritage 
and Tourism Outdoor Recreation 
Grants Advisory Committee had 
awarded a $130,000 grant to the 
city. According to the letter, the 
grant will help the city build two 
picnic shelters with tables, improve 
the play area and build a play struc-
ture at Collison Park. The money 
will also allow the Bald Knob Sports 
Complex to install new lights for its 
softball field.

When asked how the city man-
aged to secure the grant this time 
and not in 2020, Grayson said he 
wasn’t sure.

Councilwoman Mary Smith, 
who has been a member of the Bald 
Knob City Council for eight years 
and currently serves on the Parks 

and Recreation Committee, said it 
is difficult to tell how the depart-
ment makes its decision.

“I don’t know how the people 
who sit on the board decide who 
gets the grants and who doesn’t,” 

she said. “There’s probably not al-
ways enough money to go around 
to every town. We are blessed to 
have gotten this [grant], but this 
was our second time to go after it.”

After facing lockdowns during 

the COVID-19 pandemic, Grayson 
said, the Bald Knob community ap-
preciates the grant.

“I had our parks taped off with 

BY AZALEA ANDRADE
Staff Writer

Finding a purpose in life is not always easy, 
but Eliseo Casiano found his passion for 
art at an early age. As a result of his long 
list of achievements and extensive art 

exposure, he is now the gallery manager for the 
Batesville Area Arts Council. Since his start in 
September 2021, he has proven that his hard work 
will have a lasting impact on BAAC.

After graduating from East Central University 
in Ada, Oklahoma, with a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degree, he earned a Master of Fine Arts degree 
from Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge. 
Since then, Casiano has had a myriad of expe-
riences in the art world. He brings a wide range 
of expertise to BAAC, including interning in an 
art museum and having his artwork displayed in 
solo and group exhibitions and three permanent 
collections.

“The position seemed like a great opportunity 
to interact with Arkansas artists and makers and 
learn more about the inner workings of a non-
profit gallery space,” Casiano said. “I have previous 
art-handling experience from graduate school as a 
curatorial intern for the Louisiana State University 
Museum of Art.”

Casiano said his love for art comes from his 
mother, who owned a cake shop when he was 
young. It was there that he witnessed the process of 
creativity, and now he uses his family as inspiration 
in his art, while commemorating and honoring the 
people who shaped him, he said.

“Watching [my mother] sculpt and decorate 
cakes was my entry point into visual arts,” he said. 
“Most of my art practice relates to my family, spe-
cifically with portraiture. I’m primarily a painter 
and mine through family history and photographs 
for my compositions.”

Before hiring Casiano, the BAAC Gallery had 
only one employee, Executive Director Carly Dahl. 
An artist herself, Dahl earned a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degree from the Center for the Visual Arts 
at the University of Toledo in Ohio. She has been 
BAAC’s executive director since 2015 and served 
on the art council’s board of directors for four years 
prior to that. Dahl said she is thrilled to have some-
one working alongside her, especially someone 
with such skills and training as Casiano.

“I am excited to work with Eliseo and know he 
will be very beneficial to BAAC and the Batesville 
community …,” she said. “Eliseo has been great 
to work with and has helped increase the amount 
of artists’ work in the gallery, as well as making 

MONDAY
The Basics of Spanish
Registration Deadline
BATESVILLE — Monday is the 
deadline to register for The 
Basics of Spanish, offered by 
the University of Arkansas 
Community College at Batesville 
Community Education. The class 
will meet from 5:30-7:30 p.m.  
Mondays from Jan. 31 to March 
14. Participants will gain proper 
and practical knowledge for 
listening to and speaking the 
Spanish language. The class 
fee is $99. Register at uaccb.
coursestorm.com.

Holiday Closings
NEWPORT — The Newport 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
Newport Economic Development 
Commission and the city of 
Newport will be closed Monday 
in observance of Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day. Monday’s residential 
garbage route will run Tuesday, 
and Tuesday’s residential garbage 
route will run Wednesday. The 
regular residential garbage route 
will resume on Thursday and 
Friday.

TUESDAY AND
MARCH 31
Harding University
Spring Lecture Series
SEARCY — As part of its spring 
Distinguished Lecture Series, 
the Harding University American 
Studies Institute will host 
NCAA champion and Heisman 
Trophy winner Tim Tebow at 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday and Harvard 
professor, bestselling author and 
The Atlantic columnist Arthur 
Brooks at 7:30 p.m. March 31 in 
Benson Auditorium on Harding’s 
campus. These events are free 
and open to the public. For more 
information, visit harding.edu/
asi or call (501) 279-4497.

THURSDAY
Arkansas DOC
Job Fair
NEWPORT — The Arkansas 
Department of Corrections will 
have a job fair from 2-4 p.m.  
at the Newport Economic 
Development Commission,  
201 Hazel St. Starting pay is 
$20 per hour with substantial 
benefits. For a job application, 
contact Crystal at (870) 512-2214, 
or visit arcareers.arkansas.gov.

SATURDAY
Ducks Unlimited
Membership Banquet
NEWPORT — The Cache 
River Ducks Unlimited annual 
membership banquet will take 
place from 5:30-10:30 p.m. at the 
Harris Foundation Community 
Center, 2000 Fairground Road. 
New 2022 DU merchandise will 
be on hand, plus raffles and an 
auction. The event will include 
plenty of food and fun for 
the entire family. To purchase 
tickets, go to ducksunlimited.
myeventscenter.com/event/
Cache-River-Jackson-
County-Du-Membership-
Banquet-53502. For more 
information or to become a 
volunteer on the Cache River 
DU Committee, contact Thomas 
at (870) 664-0243 or email 
crosslin@arkansassteel.com.

ONGOING
Extension Get Fit
SEARCY — The University of 
Arkansas Division of Agriculture 
Cooperative Extension Service 
in White County is offering 
Extension Get Fit to help adults 
18 and older increase strength, 
flexibility and balance. The one-
hour classes, led by Katie Cullum, 
County Extension agent, and 
trained volunteers, will meet at 
9 a.m. and at 4:45 p.m. Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays in the 
White County Extension Center, 
2400 Old Searcy Landing Road. 
To sign up, call the White County 
Extension Office at (501) 268-5394  
or email kcullum@uada.edu. 
The cost for the program is 
$20 for the whole year, which 
includes all sessions and a fitness 
assessment.

Single Parent Scholarship
Extended Deadline
SEARCY — The deadline for 
applying for White County Single 
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SUBMITTED
Eliseo Casiano became the Batesville Area Arts Council Gallery manager in September 2021 
and looks forward to the positive influence he can have within the community and beyond.

SEE BAAC, PAGE 4S

SUBMITTED
Barth Grayson, the mayor of Bald Knob, examines the city’s Collison Park to determine where new installations will go. Bald 
Knob received a grant from the Department of Parks, Heritage and Tourism that will help fund improvements to the park and 
to the Bald Knob Sports Complex, which will allow the city to host district sports tournaments.

‘Genuine and passionate’
Experienced artist hopes to draw in 

community as BAAC Gallery manager

Bald Knob mayor working to improve parks 



Parent Scholarship Fund Inc. 
spring 2022 scholarships 
has been extended until 
Jan. 31. WCSPSF Inc. awards 
scholarships to White County 
single parents who have minor 
children and are pursuing 
postsecondary education 
in order to achieve skilled 
employment. Students may 
view and print the application 
at www.aspsf.org. Completed 
applications must be mailed to 
P.O. Box 8325, Searcy, AR 72145 
by the deadline. For more 
information or for a mailed 
application, contact Executive 
Director Dan Newsom at 
wcspsf.inc@gmail.com or call 
(501) 230-2414.

Kiwanis Fundraiser
NEWPORT — The Newport 
Kiwanis Club is having its 
annual Boston-butt sale. The 
cost is $40, and all proceeds 
will go to help children of 
Newport and Jackson County. 
To purchase a Boston butt, 
contact Courtney at  
(870) 523-3618, or stop by 
the Newport Chamber of 
Commerce at 201 Hazel St. for 
a ticket. Pickup will be Feb. 12 
at the Downtown Newport 
Farmers Market, 201 Malcolm.

Visions Exhibition
BATESVILLE — The Batesville 
Area Arts Council is offering 
Visions, an exhibition by Eliseo 
Casiano, Tuesday through March 
5 at the BAAC Gallery on Main, 
226 E. Main St. A reception, 
which is free and open to the 
public, will take place from 
6-8 p.m. Jan. 28, with a BAAC-
members-only happy hour from 
5-6 p.m. For more information, 
call (870) 793-3382.

Ozark Folk School
Spring Classes
MOUNTAIN VIEW — Ozark 
Folk Center State Park will 
offer a variety of classes in 
crafts such as knife making, 
broom making, blacksmithing, 
weaving, cheese making, 
letterpress printing, soap 
making, pottery and more 
during the Spring Ozark Folk 
School in March. These classes 
are for students ages 16 and 
older. For a complete list of 
classes, registration deadlines 
and class fees, visit www.
ozarkfolkcenter.com, or 
call (870) 269-3854 for more 
information.

Colors & Coffee
BATESVILLE — The 
Independence County Library, 
267 E. Main St., will offer 
Colors & Coffee, an adult 
meet-up, from 10-11 a.m.  
Tuesdays. All adults are 
invited for a relaxing hour of 
coloring and coffee. For more 
information, call the library at 
(870) 793-8814.

Mindfulness Mondays
BATESVILLE — The 
Independence County Library, 
267 E. Main St., will offer 
Mindfulness Mondays for teens 
ages 13 to 19 from 4-5 p.m. 
each Monday. The event will 
include a guided meditation 
and mindful snacks. Beginners 
are encouraged to attend. 
Yoga mats are available on a 
first-come, first-served basis, 
or participants can bring their 
own. For more information, call 
the library at (870) 793-8814.

Walk With a Doc
BATESVILLE — Everyone is 
invited to take a step toward 
better health by participating 
in a free 60-minute Walk With 

a Doc at 10 a.m. the third 
Saturday of every month. 
Meet in the Batesville Rec 
Center parking lot, across 
from the lake. For more 
information, visit www.
walkwithadoc.org/why-walk.

UPCOMING
Small-Business
Workshop and Lunch
NEWPORT — The Arkansas 
Small Business and 
Technology Development 
Center will host a free 
workshop and lunch from 
noon to 2 p.m. Jan. 25 at 
the Newport Chamber of 
Commerce, 201 Hazel St. 
This in-person, informative 
training session will provide 
tips and tools on how to 
start and grow a business. 
The workshop is free, but 
registration is required. To 
register, contact Candence 
Brooks at (870) 972-2317.

Clifton Taulbert Lecture
BEEBE — The Arkansas State 
University-Beebe 2021-2022 
Lecture-Concert Series will 
welcome renowned author 
and entrepreneur Clifton 
Taulbert for a lecture from 
12:30-1:30 p.m. Feb. 1 at 
ASUB’s Owen Center Theatre, 
1102 W. College St. The first 
of Taulbert’s 13 books, “Once 
Upon a Time When We Were 
Colored,” became a national 
best seller, a major motion 
picture and a requested 
gift for Nelson Mandela. 
The lecture is free and open 
to the public. Tickets must 
be reserved in advance 
at asub.ticketleap.com/
cliftontaulbert. Masks and 
social distancing are required 
on the ASU-Beebe campus.

Microsoft Excel
NEWPORT — Arkansas State 
University-Newport will offer 
Microsoft Excel from 3-6 p.m.  
Feb. 15 and 16 at Tech 
Depot, 425 Front St. This 
course teaches formatting, 
alignment, indenting and 
merging cells. The class fee is 
$175. Intermediate Microsoft 
Excel will take place March 8-10.  
This course covers grids, IF 
Statements, insert or move 
columns and rows. The cost is 
$175. ASU-Newport also offers 
courses for leadership, safety 
and manufacturing. For more 
information, contact Sharon 
Wilson at (870) 680-8743 or 
sharon_wilson@asun.edu.

To submit an item for the 
Calendar of Events, mail 
information to Calendar of 
Events, Three Rivers Edition, 
P.O. Box 2221, Little Rock, AR, 
72203; send faxes to (501) 
378-3500; or email trnews@
arkansasonline.com. The 
deadline for calendar-item 
submissions is noon Tuesday.
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BATESVILLE — White River Medical Center orthopaedic surgeons re-
cently completed the 1,000th joint replacement surgery using Stryker’s 
Mako robotic-arm-assisted joint-replacement system at WRMC. The 
hospital is one of only three in the state to achieve this milestone. The 
Mako system transforms partial- and total-knee and total hip-replace-
ment surgery. With this procedure, many patients experience a shorter 
hospital stay, less pain and a quicker return to normal activities.

Mako-trained orthopaedic surgeons Drs. J.D. Allen, Jeffery Angel, 
Dylan Carpenter and Wes Greer, along with the WRMC surgical team, 
use the highly advanced robotic technology to provide patients with 
precise surgical plans based on their specific diagnosis and anatomy. 
Partial and total joint replacements are used to relieve pain and re-
store mobility for patients diagnosed with osteoarthritis and other 
degenerative joint diseases.

WRMC was the first hospital in north-central Arkansas to offer 
robotic-arm-assisted total-knee and partial-knee replacements and 
the first hospital in Arkansas to offer total-hip replacements with 
Stryker’s Mako System.

“This is more than just a milestone,” said Gary Paxson, White River 
Health System president and CEO. “This number represents 1,000 
lives with less pain and greater mobility because of this technology. 
We are proud of our orthopaedic providers and their dedication to 
using innovative technology to improve the lives of their patients.”

In addition to Batesville, Mako procedures for total and partial knee 
replacements are done in Mountain View at Stone County Medical 
Center by Drs. John Akins and Charles Varela. For more information on 
the Mako technology at WRMC, call (870) 793-2371, or for SCMC, call 
(870) 269-8300.

EVENTS
Continued from Page 1S

WRMC surgeons reach 1,000th joint replacement using robotic-assisted technology

In December, the Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association 7-8, as part of its motto, “Vets Helping 
Vets,” donated $1,000 to the Feed the Veterans Pantry, 1212 S. Second St. in Cabot, which offers free 
nonperishable food items to veterans and their families. In the front, from left, are Rayman Tapp 
“Big Chill” 7-8 XO; Stormy Holden, director of Feed the Veterans; Deyonka Hickey, CEO of Feed the 
Veterans; and Bill Blecher, “Oscar,” commander of CVMA 7-8, shown with members of CVMA 7-8. For 
more information, visit www.feedthevetsorg.com.

FEEDING VETS

BEEBE — Arkansas State  
University-Beebe 2021-2022  
Lecture-Concert Series will present 
renowned author Clifton Taulbert 
in a lecture from 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
Feb. 1 at the Owen Center Theatre, 
at 1102 W. College St. on the Bee-
be campus.

Taulbert, a noted author and 
entrepreneur, said he could have 
failed had he not encountered 
community builders and entrepre-
neurial thinkers early on in his life.

“In the community I remember, 
write and talk about, we valued 
each other and shared our lives,” 
Taulbert said.

Taulbert was born during the 
era of legal segregation on the 
Mississippi Delta, where he com-
pleted his secondary education. 
Following high school gradua-
tion and a short banking career in  
St. Louis, Taulbert enlisted in the 
United States Air Force. After suc-
cessfully serving in the 89th Pres-
idential Wing of the United States 
Air Force in the late 1960s, Taulbert 
was honorably discharged and 
continued his college education, 
graduating from Oral Roberts Uni-
versity in Tulsa, Oklahoma., and 
the Southwest Graduate School 
of Banking at Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas.

Taulbert’s first book, “Once 
Upon a Time When We Were 
Colored,” became a national best 
seller and major motion picture. 
“Eight Habits of the Heart,” another 
of Taulbert’s 13 books, garnered 
him an invitation by former Su-
preme Court Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor to address members of 
the court and their invited guests. 

Today, Taulbert is the president 
and CEO of the Freemount Corp. (a 
human capital development com-
pany). To read more about Taulbert,  
view www.cliftontaulbert.com/
about-clifton-taulbert.

The lecture is free and open 
to the public. Tickets must be 
reserved in advance at asub.
ticketleap.com/cliftontaulbert. 
Masks and social distancing are re-
quired on the ASU-Beebe campus. 

SUBMITTED
White River Medical Center orthopaedic surgeons and White River Health System administrators and staff 
recently celebrated the 1,000th procedure using Mako robotic-arm-assisted joint-replacement technology.

ASU-Beebe Lecture-Concert 
Series welcomes author 
Clifton Taulbert on Feb. 1
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HUSSMAN COMMUNITY AWARD

Walter Hussman and family honors one individual who has worked 
to better the community through volunteerism. This student athlete will have 
demonstrated strong leadership skills while setting examples for 
others in his/her school and community.
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MELBOURNE — The Ozarka 
College Foundation recently 
recognized the recipient of the 
2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2 
FNBC Schol-
arship in the 
a m o u n t  o f 
$4,000.  The 
scholarship 
h a s  b e e n 
awarded to 
Haley Strong 
o f  S a l e m . 
S t r o n g  r e -
ceived $1,000 
for the fall semester and will be 
eligible for an additional $1,000 
for three more semesters as 
long as she continues to meet 
the scholarship criteria.

“Ozarka College is a tremen-
dous asset for our communi-
ties,” said Marty Sellars, FNBC 
president and CEO. “FNBC has 
been a longtime supporter of 
Ozarka, and we are proud to 
be able to assist local students 
in their educational journeys. 
We look forward to following 
Haley’s success at Ozarka and 
on into her career.”

Strong is a 2021 graduate 
of Salem High School and is 
studying elementary education 
with the goal of becoming a 
kindergarten teacher.

caution tape and closed be-
cause it made sense that’s how 
[COVID-19] would be spread,” 
he said. “I started getting calls 
just like Searcy did. … I was 
getting telephone calls from 
mothers and grandmothers 
saying, ‘Mr. Barth, what are we 
gonna do if the park is closed? 
These kids are driving us nuts, 
and we don’t have anywhere to 
take them.’”

Receiving those phone 
calls from families reminded 
Grays on how imp or tant 
Collison Park is for residents of 
Bald Knob, and that motivated 
him to improve the park.

“It is in a nice central loca-
tion for the people to walk to,” 
Grayson said. “A lot of them 
walk because they don’t have 
a car, and if they have one car, 
then their spouse is going to 
work with it. A one-car family 
is still very common, and we 
have no-car families.”

Smith agreed with Grayson 
about the need to update 
Collison Park and the Bald 
Knob Sports Complex.

“[The City Council] met 

with the mayor and discussed 
what we thought a priority was 
here,” Smith said. “We have a 
really nice park where a lot of 
people gather for family gath-
erings and other events. We 
only have one pavilion with 
tables, so we thought it’d be a 
good idea to get more pavil-
ions and tables for that area.”

When Grayson spoke to the 
Department of Parks, Heritage 
and Tourism, he told them his 
No. 1 priority for Bald Knob 
was to install lighting for the 
softball fields. He explained 
to the board how the lack of 
lights prevents the city from 
hosting district tournaments.

“We are upgrading our 

sports complex because it is 
fairly new, no more than 10 
years old,” Grayson said. “We 
have four fields, and all of them 
have lights except for one, and 
that’s the one we have to get lit 
so we can have district tour-
naments. Tournaments would 
bring more tourism.

“Parents and grandparents  

attend the tournaments, and 
they don’t just contribute 
ticket revenues, but they also 
contribute concession revenue. 
They also stop and get gaso-
line, stay for the night if it’s 
pretty far and, of course, eat 
at our restaurants. We’ve got 
really nice restaurants.”

Grayson said visitors and 
residents spending money at 
the tournaments and at local 
restaurants and hotels would 
provide a source of tax revenue 
for the city.

He said the city can expect 
to have tournaments by this 
summer.

“We’re ready to rock and 
roll,” he said. “We’ve already 
been contacted by Harding 
Academy to partner with them 
and the district tournament.”

The added revenue would 
help the city invest back into 
the facilities, Smith said.

“We can hold more tourna-
ments, and when all that rev-
enue comes in, we could help 
support the park by adding 
things and keeping our pro-
grams going,” she said.

Smith said the lights for the 
stadium will go a long way in 
supporting the Bald Knob 

Youth Program, a baseball 
league set up for youth in the 
city. The program has about 
300 kids participating, has 
been a part of the communi-
ty for the past 27 years and is 
volunteer-based, with the city’s 
park director working with the 
program.

Smith added that Bald 
Knob won’t be the only city 
that benefits from lights being 
installed at the complex.

“We have a lot of kids from 
other towns who play here, 
and our high school baseball 
team does, too,” she said. “It’s 
really a major thing here. We 
need to light that fourth field.”

After having success landing 
the grant to improve Collison 
Park and the sports complex, 
Grayson said, the city will con-
tinue to apply for other grants.

“Nothing moves fast, and 
you have to accept that and 
plan for the future,” he said.

Later this year, he will apply 
for a grant for the Bald Knob 
Lake View Park and hope to 
relive the success of 2021, 
Grayson said.

For information about the 
city of Bald Knob, visit www.
arkansas.com/bald-knob.
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PARKS
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SUBMITTED
This playground equipment at Bald Knob’s Collison Park will be replaced, thanks to a $130,000 grant from 
the Department of Parks, Heritage and Tourism.

MOUNTAIN VIEW — Ozarka 
College recently received a char-
itable contribution in the amount 
of $5,000 from First National 
Bank of Izard County to support 
Ozarka’s Welding Center expan-
sion in downtown Mountain 
View. The contribution will fully 
outfit one of 10 welding booths at 
the center. Each welding station 
will be equipped with welders 
with industry-driven add-ons, 
specifically, a “push-pull gun” 
application used by local Stone 
County industries.

“Ozarka College is a tremen-
dous asset to the communities 
it serves, and we are committed 
to supporting this project,” said 
Kenny Thornton, president of First 
National Bank of Izard County. “It 
is our hope that students will re-
ceive a degree in welding from 
Ozarka College and find employ-
ment with a local company. We 
are always ready to support such 
worthy projects that benefit our 
communities.”

The new Welding Center in 
Mountain View is an expansion 
to serve the greater Mountain 
View area. The center will house 
advanced welding education for 
college students in preparation for 
today’s workforce, will assist local 
industries with continuing-edu-
cation needs for their employees, 
and will provide area high school 
students an accelerated pathway 
into high-demand career fields.

“We are very appreciative of 
the tremendous support from 
the community to help furnish 
and equip this new facility,” said  
Richard Dawe, Ozarka College 
president. “Citizens of Moun-
tain View and Stone County un-
derstand, and directly support, 
the powerful and life-changing 
opportunities Ozarka provides 
through education.”

The donation from First Na-
tional Bank of Izard County comes 
after Ozarka’s 2019 designation as 
a regional Secondary Technical 
Center by the Career Education 
and Workforce Development 
Board. The designation allows the 
college to offer secondary tech-
nical training to area high school 
students. Secondary technical 
centers are designed to provide 
career and technical-education 
programs too costly for the local 
high schools to offer.

The commitment from First 
National Bank of Izard County is 
a contribution toward the Ozarka 
College Foundation’s fundrais-
ing campaign, an effort to raise 
capital to advance programs, as 
well as furnish and equip state-
of-the-art facilities. For informa-
tion on supporting these new 
technical-education opportu-
nities, contact Josh Wilson with 
the Ozarka College Foundation 
at foundation@ozarka.edu or 
(870) 368-2060.

SEARCY — Austin Fisher 
turned his childhood love of tin-
kering into a career path, and he 
is now turning heads in his chosen 
field.

Fisher, a double major, grad-
uated from Arkansas State Uni-
versity-Beebe in May 2021 with 
an Associate of Applied Science 
Degree in Agriculture Equipment 
Technology and an Associate of 
Applied Science Degree in General 
Technology with a focus in Power 
Sports Technology. He placed first 
in the Power Equipment Technol-
ogy competition with SkillsUSA 
and went on to compete at the 
national level, where he placed 
third. Both competitions were held 
virtually this year.

“I didn’t know if I wanted to do 

it because it was going to be held 
virtually, but I’m glad I did,” Fisher 
said. “I thought, ‘You’re only going 
to get one chance to do this.’”

Fisher said the competition 
consisted of a written exam and 
practical-application tasks. He 
was required to video himself 
troubleshooting issues with small 
engines, including a lawn mow-
er and a weed trimmer, explain 
what the issues were and demon-
strate how to repair the problems.  
Fisher said the issues included 
everything from electrical issues 
to valve adjustments. All tasks in 
the competition had a 15-minute 
time limit.

“It was very applicable to my 
work,” said Fisher, who is employed 
as a service technician at Green-

way Equipment in Newport.
For placing third at nationals, 

Fisher was awarded a medal, a 
banner and approximately $2,600 
in equipment.

Shawn Taillon, department 
head for the Agriculture Equip-
ment Technology program, 
said Fisher was an inspirational  
student.

“Not only did he complete two 
degrees and maintain a 4.0 grade-
point average, he also completed 
an internship, plus he completed 
a welding certificate,” Taillon said.

Fisher was also awarded $1,000 
as the John Deere Outstanding 
Student.

For more information about 
ASU-Beebe programs, call (501) 
882-3600 or visit at www.asub.edu.

SUBMITTED
Austin Fisher, a graduate of the Agriculture Equipment Technology and Power Sports Technology programs 
at Arkansas State University-Beebe, placed third in the Power Equipment Technology category at the National 
SkillsUSA Competition. Fisher was awarded a banner, a medal and approximately $2,600 in equipment. From 
left are Shawn Taillon, department head for Agriculture Equipment Technology; Jennifer Methvin, ASU-Beebe 
chancellor; Fisher; Ron Snyder, Regional Career Center Power Sports instructor; Cheryl Wiedmaier, dean of the 
Career Education Division; LaShanda Owens, campus operations manager for the ASU-Beebe Searcy Campus 
and ASU-Beebe at the Little Rock Air Force Base; and Gene Wells, classroom assistant.

ASU-Beebe alum places third  
in National SkillsUSA Competition

Ozarka College receives $5,000 for new 
Welding Center in Mountain View

SUBMITTED
Kim Lovelace, Ozarka College Mountain View campus director, left,  
accepts a $5,000 donation from First National Bank of Izard County, pre-
sented by Abby Buchanan, FNBIC vice president. The funds will support 
Ozarka’s Welding Center expansion in downtown Mountain View.

Salem grad recognized 
as Ozarka Foundation’s 
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updates and improvements to 
our website and social-media 
content. I am looking forward 
to seeing him add his vision to 
the arts and promote the work 
of the gallery.”

Ashley Williams, the BAAC 
Board of Directors’ president, 
holds a degree in instrumental 
music from Southern Arkansas 
University in Magnolia. Her 
grandmother owned a ceramics 
studio, so Williams grew up sur-
rounded by the arts and various 
crafts. She acknowledges how 
lucky the arts council is to have 
someone like Casiano as part of 
the team.

“I feel very fortunate that 
Eliseo is our gallery manager at 
the BAAC,” she said. “He brings 
a wealth of experience, includ-
ing gallery management, fund-
raising, community engagement 
and so much more. Carly Dahl 
has done an amazing job in her 
time with BAAC, and I am in-
credibly excited at what the two 
of them can now accomplish 
together.”

When asked what stood out 
about Casiano during the hiring 
process, both Dahl and Williams 
agreed that his experience, along 
with his willingness to connect 
with the community through 
art, makes him an exceptional 
choice for BAAC.

“Eliseo’s enthusiasm about 
the arts and experience work-
ing with community outreach 
and youth programming stood 
out to the selection committee,” 
Dahl said. “He is new to the 
Batesville community, relocating 
from Arizona, and has already 
made connections with many 
artists in Arkansas.”

“Eliseo checked every sin-
gle box for the search team …,” 
Williams said. “Our mission 
statement at BAAC is ‘to en-
rich our community through 
the arts,’ so his passion for 
our town and community 
fit perfectly with our overall 
mission. Not only did he have 
the technical skills we needed; 
Eliseo was an obvious fit with 

the heart of our organization.”
Dahl shared future plans for 

the gallery, including offering 
more educational opportunities, 
expanding community outreach 
and connecting with more artists. 
She recognizes that Casino’s fresh 
eyes will contribute to those plans 
and the continued advancement 
of BAAC, and his fervor for 
art will positively impact the 
Batesville community.

“He has continued to net-
work with new artists, bringing 
the work of five new Arkansas 
artists into our gift shop before 
the holidays, as well as schedul-
ing exhibitions with local and 
national artists for the 2022 cal-
endar,” Dahl said. “I look for-
ward to the growth of BAAC 
with his added expertise and 
enthusiasm. I am confident he 
will be able to add his take on 
the arts and help boost the voic-
es of the many talented artists in 
our region.”

Not only does Casiano excel 
in creativity with his own art; 
he shares that gift and passion 

with his students at Lyon Col-
lege in Batesville, where he is an 
adjunct instructor. He teaches 
Introduction to Visual Arts and 
finds it incredibly rewarding to 
have the opportunity to teach 
and help students, he said.

“I was fortunate to expe-
rience incredible backing and 
mentorship through my B.F.A. 
and M.F.A. programs,” Casiano 
said. “I hope to give that same 
guidance to other artists. Teach-
ing provides a space to discuss 
art daily with other creators. 
I enjoy sharing information I 
gained from my mentors and 
watching students develop their 
art practice.”

Over the past few years, 
BAAC has aided in revitalizing 
downtown Batesvil le and 
t h e  ar t s  c om mu n it y,  a s 
well  as bringing new life 
and excitement to the area, 
Williams said. Creativity is 
overflowing, and with many 
new artists, she is hopeful that 
the arts council will continue to 
help the growth and expansion 

of artistry and innovation.
“On almost every corner or 

building facade, there’s a beauti-
ful mural; even our sewer drains 
are works of art,” Williams said. 
“I feel like BAAC gives a voice 
to so many artists, both in our 
community and beyond. We 
have so many young budding 
artists in our area, and we hope 
we can provide a safe and sup-
portive space here for them to 
grow and flourish. Our town 
and community thrive when we 

can enrich our lives through art 
and creativity.”

It is no wonder that the arts 
council took a liking to Casiano. 
His ideology and philosophy 
align well with the arts council’s 
mission, and he aims to bring 
new life to the gallery, as well 
as continue to facilitate art 
exposure and opportunities for 
the public.

“I strive to build on BAAC’s 
mission toward communi-
ty engagement by providing  

accessible art programming for 
Batesville and the surrounding 
region,” Casiano said. “I appre-
ciate our support from BAAC 
patrons, especially during these 
unprecedented times. We hope 
to provide more in-person 
workshops and art events in the 
gallery this new year.”

Dahl and Williams said they 
are delighted to have someone 
working at BAAC who is pas-
sionate, positive, professional 
and an accomplished artist.

In the short time that Casiano  
has been at BAAC, he has al-
ready influenced changes and 
made an effective difference, 
but he won’t stop there. As the 
gallery manager, Casiano has 
plans to pursue a vision to fur-
ther promote local artists and 
ensure that their work gets the 
exposure it deserves.

“We welcome all [Arkan-
sas] artists/makers interested 
in selling or exhibiting work to 
contact BAAC,” Casiano said. 
“I hope to introduce new artists 
to our gallery and shine a light 
on the incredible work made by 
Arkansans.”

For more information on 
BAAC and its gallery, visit 
batesvilleareaartscouncil.org.

With only a few months under his belt as manager of the BAAC Gallery, Eliseo Casino has already brought 
in a few new artists to display their work at the gallery and welcomes any artists who want to sell or 
exhibit their art.

BAAC
Continued from Page 1S

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Eliseo Casiano is proud of his lineage and honors it via his art by 
focusing on family portraiture. As part of the Batesville Area Arts 
Council Gallery exhibitions, his work will be showcased in an exhibit 
titled Visions that will begin Tuesday and run through March 15.

“I strive to build on BAAC’s 
mission toward community 
engagement by providing 
accessible art programming 
for Batesville and the 
surrounding region.”
Eliseo Casiano 
NEW GALLERY MANAGER FOR THE BATESVILLE AREA ARTS COUNCIL
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